As soon as the temperature drops, people start getting excited up in
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Nome, Alaska. They never go to bed at night without peeking out their
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windows first. They want to see what the weather is doing. If a light
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snow is falling, they know that by morning the roads will be dangerous.
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That's where the sled dogs come into play.
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Sled dogs are fun, peppy, medium-sized dogs. Their colors are
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different, but they all have thick, downy coats of fur. The dogs' tails curl
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up when they are excited.
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There's nothing a sled dog loves more than the cold, fierce winds of
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winter. Even though most owners build shelters for their sled dogs, the
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dogs prefer to sleep outside. They tuck their noses into their tails. They
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snuggle their bodies deep in the snow.
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Sled dogs are playful, intelligent, and very vocal. They do not bark.
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Instead, they howl like wolves. It's not uncommon for a pack of sled
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dogs to have a group howl at sunset and sunrise.
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A person who owns sled dogs can be sure that their sleep will be
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disturbed on the mornings after a deep snow has fallen. The dogs will
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be up on the roofs of their doghouses, welcoming the snow with their
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long yowls of anticipation. "Wake up, wake up, WAKE UP!" They seem
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to be howling. "We want to play in the snow!"
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The two most important things in a sled dog's life are running and
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pulling. Quite simply, that is what they are born to do.
A sled dog will like nothing better than to trot in front of a person on

272

skis or a sled filled with supplies. They've been known to race with their
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owners on bikes or rollerblades. Pulling is a good way for them to get
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exercise and stay in shape all summer long. It's also great for the dogs'
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owners.
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Together the dog and person team can romp and play in many

327

ways during the snowless months. Nothing beats the thrill, however, of
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winter's return and a dog sled run through the snow.
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As soon as the temperature drops, people start getting excited up in
Nome, Alaska. They never go to bed at night without peeking out their
windows first. They want to see what the weather is doing. If a light
snow is falling, they know that by morning the roads will be dangerous.
That's where the sled dogs come into play.
Sled dogs are fun, peppy, medium-sized dogs. Their colors are
different, but they all have thick, downy coats of fur. The dogs' tails curl
up when they are excited.
There's nothing a sled dog loves more than the cold, fierce winds of
winter. Even though most owners build shelters for their sled dogs, the
dogs prefer to sleep outside. They tuck their noses into their tails. They
snuggle their bodies deep in the snow.
Sled dogs are playful, intelligent, and very vocal. They do not bark.
Instead, they howl like wolves. It's not uncommon for a pack of sled
dogs to have a group howl at sunset and sunrise.
A person who owns sled dogs can be sure that their sleep will be
disturbed on the mornings after a deep snow has fallen. The dogs will
be up on the roofs of their doghouses, welcoming the snow with their
long yowls of anticipation. "Wake up, wake up, WAKE UP!" They seem
to be howling. "We want to play in the snow!"
The two most important things in a sled dog's life are running and
pulling. Quite simply, that is what they are born to do.
A sled dog will like nothing better than to trot in front of a person on
skis or a sled filled with supplies. They've been known to race with their
owners on bikes or rollerblades. Pulling is a good way for them to get
exercise and stay in shape all summer long. It's also great for the dogs'
owners.
Together the dog and person team can romp and play in many
ways during the snowless months. Nothing beats the thrill, however, of
winter's return and a dog sled run through the snow.
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